[Advances of utilizing microRNAs as biomarkers].
MicroRNAs (miRNAs) are a new class of endogenous, single-strand, noncoding small RNAs. MiRNAs play an important regulatory role in a variety of pathological and physiological process, such as cell proliferation and apoptosis, organ development and differentiation and tumorigenesis and so on. It has been found that circulating miRNAs are also stably and specially expressed in serum or plasma and other body fluids. Circulating miRNAs could be taken as noninvasive and new biomarkers for evaluating the drug-induced target organ injury, which may play a vital role in monitoring the drug toxicity at the early stage.